18 o                Edmund Waller.

occasyon liad only administred the opportunity of sayinge
what he had throughly considered, which gave a greate
lustre to all he sayde; which yett was rather of delight,
then wayte. Ther needes no more be sayd to extoll the
excellence and power of his witt, and pleasantnesse of his
conversation, then that it was of magnitude enough to
cover a world of very greate faultes, that is so cover them,
that they were not taken notice of to his reproch, a
narrownesse in his nature to the louest degree, an abject-*
nesse and want of courage to support e him in any virtuous 10
undertakinge, an insinuation and servile flattery to the
height the vaynest and most imperious nature could be
contented with : that it preserved and woone his life
from those who were most resolved to take it, and in an
occasyon in which he ought to have bene ambitious to
have lost it, and then preserved him agayne from the
reproch and contempt that was dew to him for so prae-
servinge it, and for vindicatinge it at such a pryce : that
it had power to reconcile him to those whome he had
most offended and provoked, and continued to his age 20
with that rare felicity, that his company was acceptable,
wher his spirit was odious, and he was at least pittyed,
wher he was most detested.